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ABSTRACT 

 

 Despite rural women‟s participation in many activities in villages, they don‟t possess a special status and position. Its main reason is 

the lack or scarcity of research in this field which has led to not considering women in serious development policies. Therefore, this study 

was done in villages of the central district of Kohgiluyeh province in which rural women‟s current status was recognized and their role in 
decision–making was evaluated. For this purpose Durkheim‟s division of labour approach and empowerment theory were used as the 

theoretical framework. Since on the one hand rural women‟s roles and activities were described in this research and on the other hand 

various indicators of empowerment in that community were analyzed, this research is considered as descriptive -correlative. Research 
method, surveying and data were collected by questionnaire .sampling was of the improbable type in which four villages were selected 

from the central district of Kohgiluyeh province. Data analysis suggested that despite rural women‟s serious participation in economic 

activities, they possess a low status in decision-makings and social activities in village. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 Rural development is a new phenomenon that 

has been proposed in different models since 1950-

60.Develpment model focused primarily on 

increasing the material resources and economic 

development and little attention was paid to non-

material aspects of development especially to human 

resource as the purpose of the development. Failure 

in these models gradually led to new models of 

development that has emphasized not only on 

economic variables but also on the qualitative aspects 

of life, human development, reducing gender 

inequality, racial, and cultural variables [5]. In 

previous development models men have been the 

main focus while the reduction of gender inequality 

and both sexes‟ enjoyment of the blessings of 

development isan important development indicatorin 

the new models. Women‟s participation in economic 

activities indicates the lack of sufficient attention to 

women and their value. For rural women work 

alongside men in all stages of agricultural production 

and livestock production and in general all activities 

and they also spend their little leisure time producing 

handicrafts such as rugs and carpets, etc. women are 

the major force for change and the potential force for 

promoting rural economy and increasing the growth 

rate of food production. Ingeneral, development is a 

multidimensional process with various economic, 

social, political and culturalaspects. Rural women‟s 

participation in this process has been an active and 

effective participation and the most important aspect 

of this participation has been its economic dimension 

for rural women.  

 

Statement of problem, necessity and objectives of 

research: 

 Women as one of the invisible factors in 

agricultural economics form a large part of the total 

manpower needed for agriculture in the world [18]. 

Rural family, in addition to being a social institution, 

is also a productive-economic unit. In this family 

men and women work together with their children 

and meet their needs. Infact, family is both a 

production and consumption unit. Agriculture that is 

completed by keeping a few head of cattle gives 

variety to operation unit. Therefore,women, men and 

children, bothare responsible for a specific task [16]. 

Rural women do various productive activities during 

the year. In some areas, mere agriculture doesn‟t 

meet the family‟s need. Producing Handicrafts is a 

complement to the provision of household income 
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that is often done by women.Weaving,Gabbeh 

weaving, silk weaving, rug weaving and so on are 

women‟s chores. Commercial and non-agricultural 

role is also another aspect of the activities of rural 

women. The Salesrate of the above-mentioned 

activities in weekly or daily markets is the hallmark 

of this phenomenon [21]. Rural women‟s 

Participation in development of rural economy based 

on agriculture and livestock is a vital and important 

issue regarding providing food and the production of 

this kind of human society. Different roles that 

women accept as forces of agriculture, services, 

handicrafts and finally rural housewife are all 

worthwhile. By identifying these roles and how to 

play them a rural woman‟s life can be viewed more 

realistically. [22]. 

 If we refer to activities such as housework, child 

rearing and the like besides the productive activities 

of women, we arrive to the conclusion that women‟s 

amount of work is more than what it seems while in 

the field of decision-making they play a less 

important role ,compared to men. In areas such as 

Kohgiluyehwith traditional cultural context rural 

womenplay a less important part in important 

decisions such as education, children‟s marriage, 

family income, spending,sales of major products, 

purchase of heavy equipment, purchase of 

agricultural inputs and equipment, their own future 

and also the future of their children. 

 Now according to the above-mentioned points in 

order to answer the question of what role women 

play in family decisions and finally in rural 

development in the villages of Kohgiluyeh province, 

this study aims to pursue the following objectives: 

1. Studying the status of rural women in decision-

making  

2. Studying rural women‟s productive activities 

3. Studying rural women‟s social participation 

4. Studying barriers faced by women in relation to 

their activities in villages 

 

Theoretical Framework: 

 Many approaches have been designed and 

implemented to improve the lives of women that 

according to the subject of the research, the division 

of labor and empowerment theories are used in this 

work. Based on Durkheim‟s theory in primitive 

societies (both in the past and today) men and 

women have been similar in terms of power and 

intelligence.Durkheim believes marital relationship 

originates in the sexual division of labor. He declares 

in his book about social division of labor that the 

more we go back in historical past, the less important 

the sexual division of labor will be. Woman in the 

distant historical past was not weak in any waybut 

the passage of time and advancement of moralityhas 

made her weak. Examination of the surviving bones 

of prehistoric periods shows that the difference 

between male and female was far less than what we 

see today [8]. According to Durkheim, as we 

approach the current periods we see that marriage 

has been more developed, marital ties have become 

more extensive and its obligatory commitments have 

increased. Sexual division of labor in society 

becomes institutionalized over time in a way that the 

members of both sexes regard it as obvious and 

eternal and bind themselves to abide by it. Up to now 

this sexual division of labor in the world has been in 

a way that has limited the social activities of women 

compared to men. Although women have been 

protesting the sexual division of roles in the last two 

decades, traditional attitudes to women have been so 

internalized in the women themselves that they have 

accepted this kind of division. This passive and 

dependent attitude toward their role in society is 

considered as one of the major obstacles in 

expanding the role of women in development [9].  

 Empowerment theories is also based on the 

writings of feminists and have been formed based on 

the experience of third world countries. This theory 

seeks to empower women not in the sense of the 

superiority of someone over the other but in the sense 

of increasing their capacity for self-reliance and 

expanding choices in life. The mentioned theories 

seek to resolve inequalities in society, meet all the 

basic needs of women, household division of labor 

between men and women, increase women‟s chance 

to exploit their individual abilities, resolve legal 

discrimination between men and women. Keller and 

Mbwewe define women's empowerment as the 

process by which women are empowered to organize 

themselves, increase their self confidence and defend 

their rights for independent choice and control that 

lead to the loss of their inferior status . Sarah Lange 

One of these theorists believes that empowering 

women consistsof five stages. They include: welfare, 

access, awareness, participation and control. 

 

Welfare:  

 Atthis point, amenities and its deficiencies are 

dealt with. 

 

Access: 

 Access to Resource and facilities to improve 

living conditions, including access to credit. 

 

Awareness:  

 The stage in which women become sensitive to 

their problems and their causes. 

 

Participation:  

 The active participation of women is provided in 

this stage and thereis a chance for voluntary 

participation by everyone in all stages from 

proposing solutions to their implementation.  

 

Control:  

 In this stage, women have the power to make 

decisions, think about the problems and offer the best 

solutions and dominate the facilities of 
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implementation of the solutions (Shadi-talab, quoted 

from UNICEF, 1993).    

 

Research method: 

 The research method used in this study in terms 

of purpose is applied-development-based and from 

data collection dimension is a survey. In this study 

,in addition to describing variables such as age and 

education level , components and indicators such as 

Welfare of rural women, their access to credit, 

economic and social participation and their resource 

controlare measured and their productive activities 

are evaluated and finally their participation rate in 

family decisions is measured. Becauseclimate, 

culture, economy dominating the villages of 

kohgiluyeh province are very similar to each other 

and because there is limitation of time and cost of 

research, four villages in the area of Eastern 

Dehdasht(Tulian, Zargham Abad) and 

westernDehdasht(Borj-e Ali Shirand Chahar Meh) 

were selected as samples by researchers and from a 

total of 655 married women in this village 102 

people were selected as samples using the Coleran 

formula. 

 

Research findings: 

Descriptive findings: 

 According to the results, 43 percent of 

respondents are16 to 30 years old.32/5 percent are 

between 31 to 45 and 17/8 percent, between 56 to 60. 

Only about 4 percent of the population areover 60 

years. In evaluation of the educational status of rural 

women, 29/26 percent of the study populations are 

illiterate. 21.95 percent of them have primary 

education.29/26 percent of the people have guidance 

school education. 17 percent of them have a high 

school diploma and only three of them, less than 3 

percent, are university graduates. The literacy rate is 

very low in the study population and more than half 

of the people are non- literates or have as an 

elementary school education. Aboutmarket 

productive activities which represent the financial 

independence of rural women in this study, the point 

that is noteworthy is that about 73 % of the study 

population somehow deals with these activities and 

the rest do not participate in any activities due to 

some reasons such as aging,illness, pregnancy and so 

on. These activities are concerned with cultivation, 

animal husbandry and poultry and also their 

products, selling products in city, manufacturing 

handicrafts (Carpets , rugs ,silk and …) and of course 

a low percentage of women in the study population 

are busy doing activities such as sewing, hairdressing 

and shop keeping in the village. Most rural women 

do not earn income for their activities and if they do, 

they earn very little .78 percent of them earn less 

than 50 thousand toman,11.7 percent of them earn 

between 51 to 100 thousand toman and only 8.9 

percent of those who are often involved in tailoring 

and shopkeeper earn more than 100 toman.It is 

noteworthy that about 78 percent of rural women‟s 

income is spent on current household expenditure 

(Purchase of furniture, personal needs, and children‟s 

needs and helping family‟s current economy) and the 

remaining will be saved. It is worth mentioning that 

in the study population only 2.3 of them had the 

ownership of land, home or capital goods and this 

small percentage may be due to several factors such 

as the lack of inheritance rights of women and 

daughters in the culture of the study population. With 

regard to women's access to rural credit only 9 of 

them declared that they took out an interest-free 

loanfrom bank and this money was expended 

byfamily men and there was no other source for them 

to access credit. In health status, nearly 57 percent of 

respondents confessed that they were suffering from 

a particular disease (backache, leg pain, 

gastrointestinal disorders, heart disease, diabetes, and 

women‟s disease etc.) .The rest, according to them, 

were not aware of their health status. On the one 

hand it could be due to the lack of hygienic and 

treatment facilities and on the other hand it could be 

may be the result of neglect or inattention or lack of 

awareness of rural women towards their own health. 

Regarding skill in rural women‟s activities , about 60 

percent were skilful in agriculture and animal 

husbandry and on the other hand , 33 percent of 

respondents had relative skill in handicraft 

production .And none of them were skilled in 

working with agricultural machinery.  

 

Analytical findings: 

 The results of the application of Pearson 

correlation coefficients indicate a correlation 

between welfare of rural women and their resource 

control which have a significant correlation (99 % 

confidence and intensity correlation was 0.42)and 

this indicates that ifwomen‟s welfare increases ,their 

control resource becomes more. The same results 

show that there is no significant correlation between 

the welfare of women and their access to credit. This 

may have been due to poor access to credit. Instead, 

the welfare of rural women has had a strong 

correlation (40%) and reliable correlation (99 

percent) with their economic contribution. In other 

words, when the welfare of women becomes higher, 

their economic participation increases .The results 

showed that the welfare of women with moderate 

intensity (34/0) correlated significantly with their 

social participation( 95 percent )and welfare of rural 

women raises their social participation. 

 The results show a relation between access to 

credit and rural women's economic participation with 

little intensity (28/0) at 95 % confidence. In other 

words, because access to credit for rural women was 

not tangible, they responded to thisrelation with poor 

intensity and confidence. On the other hand, 

according to the results, the rural women did not 

believe in the role of credit in their own social 

participation. Because there was no significant 
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relation between these indicators. In another test, the 

relation between rural women‟s access to credit and 

their resource control was evaluated and it was found 

thatthere is no correlation between these two 

variables. But according to the results of other tests, 

we can say with 99 % confidence that if women have 

higher participation in economic activities, their 

resource control will increase with a strong 

correlation (49/0).The findings also show thatthere is 

a significant relation between women's social 

participation and their resource control, with 95 

percent significance and 0/33 intensity correlation. 

That means that the social participation of rural 

women increase when their resource control becomes 

more. 

 To assess the participation of rural women in 

family decisions the relation between women's 

productive activities, bothindividually and 

collectively, as the independent variable and the 

dependent variable (participation of rural women) 

was measured and we can say with 95% confidence 

that they had a weak correlation. In other words, if 

participation of rural women in activities such as 

farming, animal and poultry husbandry, dairy and 

livestock products, handicraft productsincrease, their 

role in family decisions will be relatively weak . 

 

Conclusions: 

 Based on research findings and studying the 

empowerment indicators among women in villages 

of Kohgiluyehprovince,it is concluded that despite 

the active participation of women in productive and 

economic activities, the rate of women's participation 

in economic and social activities and in decision-

making islow. On the one hand with regard to the 

positive correlation of literacy (as one of the 

indicators of welfare) in other strategic variables 

such as access to credit, resource control, health and 

more importantly, participation in decision-making, 

it can be concluded that literate women are more 

informed compared with others and they can enjoy a 

higher status. On the other hand, the age of study 

population had no effect on their participation in 

decision-making. In an overall conclusion it can be 

said that despite the active participation of rural 

women in daily economic activities, they are not 

given significant status in the important family 

decision-makings and this could be caused by 

different factors. One of these factors is the existence 

of patriarchy (male dominance) in the culture of the 

region that rural women have accepted this as a rule. 

Also not reaching a level self-awareness can have 

negative effects on themselves and on the rural 

community as it has already had. Considering that 

rural development is possible with the participation 

of all strata of village, rural women‟s active 

participation in this field can double the speed of its 

development. 

 

 

 

Recommendations: 

1. Due to the high relation of literacy with 

variables such as participation in social activities, 

decision-making, access to credit and financial 

resources and access to welfare, it is necessary to 

provide education opportunity for them as much as 

possible to enhance the role of rural women. 

2. Education is not limited to literacy. In some 

cases non-formal education leads us to a better 

achievement. If the individual skills enhance, things 

are done better at lower costs and with more 

profitability.  

3. Awareness should not be specifically for 

women. Men must also learn that their own interest 

and family is in having a woman who is physically 

and intellectually strong, educated and skilled. Men 

need to understand that women's empowerment 

doesn‟t lessen the power of man. Instead, it will lead 

the man and his family and the village to 

development and progress. 

4. Due to the low social participation of rural 

women, it is recommended that women be given 

significant roles in rural development programs. 

5. It is recommended that action be taken through 

promotive classes and mediato increase women's 

awareness and to inform them of their social rights. 

6. Due to rural women‟s participation in productive 

activities such as agriculture and livestock, skill 

training to improve the quality of activities is 

recommended. 

7. Considering that one of the stable indicators is 

maintaining a healthy environment and this may not 

be met due to the lack of awareness of rural women, 

it is necessary that some measure be taken in this 

regard. 

8. Compared to other media, audio-visual media, 

by nature, have wider audienceamong villagers‟ 

especially rural women. Therefore, it is necessary 

that the relevant authorities do the necessary actions 

based on the potential of the region in order to 

remove the false traditions that hinder development 

and to establish alternative norms. 
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